
We invite you to an expert meeting on the topic of defence research and development with 
Gene Keselman, a high-level expert whose competence encompasses strategic innovation, 
defence industry analysis, technology transition, space operations, and nuclear operations. 
This discussion is intended for a group of professionals from academia, business, startups, 
and government who are actively engaged in defence research and development.

Gene R. Keselman is a Lecturer at MIT Sloan School of Management, the Executive Director of 
MIT Mission Innovation Experimental (MIx) and Managing Director of MIT’s venture studio, 
Proto Ventures.  He is formerly the  Executive Director of the MIT Innovation Initiative.

Keselman has held leadership positions in a range of start-ups: he is the co-founder of 
ServDAO and formerly co-founder of Esports One and the Foundation for Innovation and 
Discovery (FINND), where he is now a board director.  He sits on the Reagan Institute’s 
National Security Industrial Base Advisory Board, supports numerous startups as a board 
advisor and has also been a space and defense industry consultant.

As a military officer in the Air Force Reserves, Colonel Keselman works as the senior Reservist 
and Director, Strategic Incubation & SSG Reserve Program for the Chief of Staff of the Air 
Force’s Strategic Studies Group (SSG).  He has formerly been the IMA to the Director of the 
DAF-MIT A.I. Accelerator and Chief, Technology Development in USD R&E amongst many 
other positions.  His career has spanned military fields including nuclear operations, space 
operations and acquisition and he has founded and run numerous operational and R&D 
programs in the Intelligence Community. He is published in Space journals, is Government CIO 
certified and fluent in Russian.

This meeting will provide a unique opportunity to exchange insights with a leader who 
possesses a deep and broad understanding of strategic and technological issues.

Meeting Details:
• Date & Time: Wednesday, October 9th, 2025, at 10:30 AM
• Venue: Saulėtekis Ave. 11–602, Vilnius, Lithuania.
• Format: The meeting will begin with an introductory address by Gene Keselman
 (10-15 minutes), followed by a session for questions and discussion.
• Duration: The total duration is approximately 90 minutes.

As attendance is limited, we kindly ask you to confirm your place by registering.
Registration: forms.office.com/e/VmXNLPjpz2. 
The registration deadline is October 3rd, 2025.

Invitation

Her Excellency Kara C. McDonald, Ambassador of the United States of America to the 
Republic of Lithuania,

On behalf of the Organising Committee, we would like to extend you a kind invitation to 
participate in the conference Human and More-Than-Human Futures: Innovating 
Technologies for Coexistence and to deliver a keynote speech. The conference will take 
place on 9–10 October 2025, in Vilnius and Kaunas, Lithuania. It is organised to celebrate 
the launch of the MIT MISTI Lithuania programme earlier this year and its main objective is to 
foster and strengthen the partnership between Lithuania and MIT.

Exploring Shared Futures and Radical Transformation
Rather than focusing on predetermined narratives, this gathering aims to facilitate a shared 
exploration of the present and a collaborative effort to shape the future. Our goal is to delve 
into the “untimely” – the nascent ideas and trends that define our era, yet remain unarticulated 
or overlooked. Through this collective process, we seek to transcend conventional discourse 
by embracing radical transformation and fostering a deeper understanding of our 
interconnected existence with technology and the natural world.

Our framework explores the multifaceted dimensions of human and more-than-human 
coexistence. It challenges anthropocentric perspectives and promotes harmonious 
interactions between humans, technology, and the natural environment. We emphasise 
designing responsive futures by transitioning from “smart” to “senseable” ecosystems. Our 
focus is on human-centric technology, feedback loops, and interdisciplinary collaboration with 
the aim of creating adaptive, interactive environments. The event will integrate critical enquiry 
and participatory engagement, employing a critical lens to question power structures and 
inequalities, and actively involving the audience in discussions to encourage civic dialogue 
and collaborative problem-solving. Ultimately, we reimagine coexistence by embracing a 
“more-than-human” perspective that recognises the agency of all entities – humans, animals, 
plants, and AI – to promote justice, well-being, and caring relationships through multispecies 
interaction design.

We will be deeply honoured if you could deliver a keynote speech during one of our dedicated 
sessions and participate in a panel discussion within the same session. Your insights will offer 
our attendees a valuable chance to learn from your expertise and take part in a meaningful 
exchange of ideas.

On the second day of the conference, we especially invite you to choose one of the thematic 
working group sessions that align with the Conference’s core themes. These sessions are 
specifically designed to encourage collaborative problem-solving with the main aim of turning 
our discussions into tangible policy recommendations and strategies. 

We are eagerly looking forward to your positive response and the prospect of welcoming you 
to Lithuania.

Sincerely,

The Conference Organising Committee
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Dear Gene Keselman,

Invitation

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=dUT1mQ4eEUmk8E7qpKYggGuKhEBVC19Dt77_UlrzHcNUM1RZS1ZYUkJPUlVTNVlEQlZHSlNTTldBOC4u&route=shorturl

